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Tuesday 14th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
 
Thank you for your support and understanding in the last couple of weeks. It has been wonderful to 
welcome all year groups back in this week and to see the majority in full school uniform, ready and 
prepared for their lessons and learning.   
 
It is hard to believe we are already mid-way through December and that next week sees the end of 
term and Christmas.  
 
Christmas lunch is this week on Thursday 16th December. This will be the only meal available on 
that day and will cost £2.35. Staff will be serving the lunches and there will be Christmas music, 
crackers and a festive feel to the lunchtime. Please can you pay online where possible prior to 
Thursday and encourage your child to order a lunch that day. We would like as many students in 
the dining room as possible enjoying their meal and the festive fun.  
 
We have also agreed that students can wear festive attire that day. All should wear their normal 
school shoes and trousers, but may wear Christmas socks, ties, jumpers or simply add tinsel to 
their uniform. Those in Christmas jumpers do not need to wear their blazers for this day. This is not 
a non-uniform day and students should come in uniform if they do not wish to wear festive clothing.  
 
The last day of term is Wednesday 22 December. Lessons will be as normal until break. Students 
will then have a short tutor time until 12:10pm, after which they will be allowed to leave for their 
Christmas holidays. Lunch will be available to any student who wishes to have one. 
 
Until then, we do expect all students to be in on time every day. We are currently running our 
attendance advent, where all students with 100% attendance this week and next are put in a prize 
draw each day. The prizes are drawn at 11:05 a.m. every morning and range from selection boxes, 
to McDonalds meals, to various different gift vouchers. One lucky student will win the big prize of a 
mountain bike on the last morning of term. To win this, however, they must have been in school 
every day since Monday 13th December; a total of 8 days.  
 
We are set to return to the Academy on Monday 10th January 2022. However, please note this day 
is now a testing day for all students. As requested by the government, all students need to be 
tested prior to returning to classrooms and lessons. Students will only come into school at their 
given time on that day and will have their Lateral Flow Test and return home. If they have a 
negative LFT they will return as normal on the Tuesday. Anyone testing positive will need to self-
isolate in line with the Government guidelines. A letter will follow shortly with all the information 
regarding this day and what time we expect different year groups to come in.  
 
 



Looking slightly further ahead, Monday 24th January 2022 was originally a staff training day. I have, 
however, taken the decision that, given how much learning has been lost recently, we need 
students to be in school and this training day will now be taken on July 1st   2022. We already have 
a training day on Thursday June 30th so students will now have both the Thursday and Friday of 
that week off. I will write to remind you of this nearer the time.  
 
Thank you once again for all your support, not just in recent weeks but since I arrived in 
September. I have been made to feel very welcome by many of you and very much appreciate 
your feedback both positive and negative. Only by working together will we improve the school 
further.   
 
I wish you all a lovely Christmas and a very Happy New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Mrs M Strong 
Principal 
 
 
 


