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Dates for your diary… 

Date Event 

 01/04/21 Inset day  

02/04/21 Good Friday 

05 – 16 April Easter 

31 May – 4 

June 
Half term 

24/06/21 Inset day 

18/06/21 

Y7 – 10 Uniform 

Sizing Event         

09.00 – 15.00 

18/06/21 
Y6 Uniform Sizing 

Event 15.00 – 18.00 

 22/07/21 Inset day  

 23/07/21 
Summer 

holidays begin 

 

Message from the Principal  

Dear parents and carers,  

As the end of term approaches, I’m looking forward to seeing students 
rewarded for the excellent way in which they have settled back into 
school life. Prizes and certificates are being awarded to students in all 
year groups and I will be handing out my headteacher’s award for the 
most improved.   
I have been really impressed with how year 11 have conducted 
themselves during their mock exams. They are a credit to the Academy 
and their Head of Year, Mrs Cameron.  Grades achieved in these will 
contribute to the evidence being collected for their final GCSE grades 
which will be teacher assessed ones. I wish them every success as they 
move into their final term with us.  
Being part of the Archway trust is bringing many benefits, one of which 
is a new easier to navigate website for Alvaston Moor Academy, which 
will be up and running next term ready for our new Year 7 in September.  
Dates for the fitting of the new uniform are also on the calendar. 
Current students are going to be given a new blazer, tie and PE top. 
More details will follow next term.  
 
We will start the new term with an expectation that all students will be 
following our current uniform policy closely.  
 
UNIFORM reminder (see our current policy)  
All students must be in blazer, tie and black tailored trousers or a black 
school skirt. Short lycra skirts are not part of our uniform as they are not 
school skirts and neither are leggings or stretch fit style trousers 
(jeggings). Black V neck jumpers are permitted and can be worn with the 
blazer but not instead of, UNLESS it’s too small or lost.  Hoodies or sweat 
tops are not permitted, as they are not part of our uniform.  
PE KIT  
Students only wear PE kit on days when they have PE. Tops must be 
plain, with no stripes or logos and be white or black.  Plain black sports 
leggings, shorts or track pants are the only permitted PE kit.  No stripes 
or logos. Cycle shorts are NOT part of the PE kit. Other colours are also 
not permitted. Getting this right now will make everything much easier 
in September.     
 
At the end of this term we say goodbye to three staff and wish them 
well in their future endeavours. Ms Smith, our SENCO who has secured 
an Assistant Principal position at CODA, Mr Pearce – Brindley, Senior 
Assistant Principal, and Mr Foster our current Head of Year 9. We thank 
them for their service to the school.  
Take care and stay safe  
 
Ms Harlow  
Principal   
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This photograph 

reveals the collective 

winners of the Six 

word story 

competition which 

formed part of the 

World Book Day 

celebrations.  The 

competition was initially launched during tutor 

time; and further delivered during English 

lessons; where students from across the 

academy wrote their six word stories.  Each 

individual winner received a new novel.   

Many thanks for the whole school team 

effort.  So many staff are so enthused about 

their own private reading; and are discussing 

their current reads with me each day.  I am so 

grateful for this level of support and ambition 

across the school to raise the profile of 

literacy.   

Mr Kennedy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUBBLE ZONE SWAP - Important changes in arrival and exit times for Y7 and 10 after Easter 

Students in Years 7 and 10 have been made aware that after the Easter break their teaching zones will be swapped 

over to allow the year 7 students to access our science laboratories and take part in valuable practical science 

lessons.  

Year 10 students will move downstairs to the English corridor for the majority 

of their taught lessons and will continue to attend option subjects. 

Students will continue to arrive and leave at staggered timings through the 

following gates at these amended times: 

ENTRANCE - BIKE SHED GATE YEAR 7 AT 8.40AM  

ENTRANCE 2 - CANAL PATH   YEAR 10 AT 8.30AM 

EXIT — BIKE SHED GATE  YEAR 7 AT 3.15PM  

EXIT 2 - CANAL PATH   YEAR 10 AT 3.10PM  

 

Student survey notice: 

During March/April, all students will be asked to complete an online survey which aims to help us better  

identify and understand students' learning and wellbeing needs since their return to school after the partial 

closures in the spring. We intend to use this information from this survey, alongside attendance  

information and in-class assessments to identify how we can best support all students going forward.  

 

The survey is hosted by ImpactEd, please click here for further information (or use the link below) on their 

Data Privacy Policy. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Merrill Academy by Tuesday 20 April 2021.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EQYNfUAmf-i6pgrd1cTGxbdu_P_mDHFP/view  

  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EQYNfUAmf-i6pgrd1cTGxbdu_P_mDHFP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EQYNfUAmf-i6pgrd1cTGxbdu_P_mDHFP/view
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Covid 19 Safety Measures 

We are proud of the culture of compliance here at Merrill Academy, that 

is keeping staff and students safe. To help us maintain this, we ask that 

you provide a reusable fabric mask for you child each day, which are 

much kinder to the environment than the disposable ones we issue, to 

those who forget.  

Help us to reduce the risk. 

Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) 

Families who are taking part in LFT should continue to do so over the Easter break. 

Students should complete a test either on Sunday 18th or on Monday 19th April before 

returning to school.  

How to take a LFT video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZhSPnnXyPo 

 

The school office will be partially closed over the Easter half term. 

For reporting Covid 19 confirmed student cases, where symptoms began within 48 hours of last 

being in school or up to Saturday 3rd April.  

Please email the details to: schoolclosure@merrillacademy.derby.sch.uk  

 

Please also note the following step in the COVID-19 recovery roadmap: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZhSPnnXyPo
mailto:schoolclosure@merrillacademy.derby.sch.uk

