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Vodaphone have gifted schools a small number of SIM cards 
with 30GB data that last 90 days to help support students 
learning at home. 

The SIM is compatible with all types of Tablets, Dongles and 
Wi-fi devices. 

If you would like to apply for one please send a note/email 
to your childs tutor and they will be issued on a first come, 
first served basis. 

Merrill Academy is in no way endoring the use of these SIM cards and is not liable 
for any cost incurred for e.g. if used over and above the data bundle or the 90 day 
period. 

Dates for your diary… 

Date Event 

21 Dec- 01 
Jan 

Christmas 

 04/01/21 Inset day 3 

15-19 Feb Half term 

 01/04/21 Inset day 4 

02/04/21 Good Friday 

05 – 16 April Easter 

31 May – 4 
June 

Half term 

 22/07/21 Inset day 5 

 23/07/21 
Summer 

holidays begin 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

It’s been a challenging term for us all but I’ve been so impressed 
with our students and how they have embraced the changes. 
Attendance has improved as has engagement in learning and I’m 
so proud to see this. Everyone here is taking Covid safety 
seriously and this has helped us keep our infection rate low. Your 
support is much appreciated   

I am pleased to say that you will be receiving you child’s progress 
report after the Christmas break, which will be followed up by a 
tutor phone call in lieu of the parents evenings  that we are 
unable to have at the moment.  

When students return in January the expectation will be that they 
are in full uniform. Just like any other school in Derby, we have 
high standards and students need to arrive smartly dressed in a 
blazer, tie, school shoes and trousers or skirt. If a jumper is worn, 
it must be a black V neck jumper. PE kit needs to be a plain black 
or white top with plain black leggings, joggers or shorts. Please 
do not send your child to school in expensive designer brands or 
any type of hoody. They are not part of our uniform. Thank you 
for your support with this. 

We have also recently been visited by Ofsted who wanted to see 
how Coronavirus had impacted on the academy. It was a very 
positive experience.  Please read their letter which is contained in 
this newsletter.   

I have some very exciting news to share with you about the future 
of the academy. Please read the Archway Learning Trust article 
that follows for further details.  

The new term starts on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  

I hope you have enjoyable Christmas, take care and stay safe  
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Introductory message from Archway Learning Trust: 

We are excited to introduce ourselves to you.  After Christmas 
Merrill Academy will be merging with Archway Learning Trust. 

Archway Learning Trust is successful and vibrant family of five schools based in Nottingham City ranging 
from primary to secondary aged children.  By joining this Trust you will be joining a successful and happy 
family of learners, where every child is valued and where parents are seen as integral to the progress and 
success of students.  The vision statement of Archway is ‘working together, transforming lives.’ We 
believe passionately in the potential of every young person in our care and will work collaboratively 
across the Trust to ensure that care is the best that it can be.  To find out more about our schools and the 
Trust log onto our website: https://www.archwaytrust.co.uk/ 

We are also pleased to be joined by so many talented and skilled teachers and associate staff from the 
Northworthy Trust.  We are looking forward to building and growing this staff team so that both 
students and staff get the best opportunities for development and progress. 

We will write again after Christmas with more details of some of the new and exciting things that will be 
happening as this family of learners grows. 

Sian Hampton 

CEO Archway Learning Trust 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We are proud to announce that since the appointment 
of Mrs Illston our new Mental Health Lead, we have 
been awarded the Carnegie Mental Health Bronze 
Award. 
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Jack Cole from Aquinas Foundation, the 
charitable arm of @AquinasEd presented us 
with £100 of Aldi vouchers to help some of 

our disadvantaged families at Christmas 
#Goodwill #Community  

#InThis Together #MerryChristmas  

 

Safeguarding 

The following organisations are available during the Christmas holidays should you require any support: 

 First Contact Team (Derby Social services) 01332 641172 
 Starting Point (Derbyshire County Council social services) 01629 522190 
 Child Line 0800 1111 
 CAMHS duty helpline for any urgent concerns regarding emotional and mental health - 0300 

1239164 
 Online issues or exploitation contact Child Exploitation and Online Protection Agency 

(CEOP) https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 Suspicion that a young person is at risk of Child Sexual Exploitation – contact Safe and Sound 

Derby 01332 362120 
 Advice, support, and options if you, or someone you love, goes missing or runs away - 24 hour 

Anonymous Helpline, text or call 116 000 (Whether you are missing yourself or have been affected 
by the disappearance of a loved one). 

 Parent’s and carer’s ChatHealth service (they offer support around bed wetting, concerns around 
hearing/vision, emotional wellbeing, behaviour, sleeping, eating and speech concerns) 07507 
327754 

 Radicalisation – contact Prevent if you have concerns about any of your friends, neighbours or 
relatives, you can complete an online form.  In an emergency, please call 999.  You can also contact 
the Prevent Team on 0300 122 8694.  Or you can call anonymously on 0800 789 321. 

 Contact the Police 101 (999 in an emergency) or Crime stoppers UK 0800 555 111.  If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing use text phone service on 18001 101.  Guarantee of anonymity has never 
been broken.  You can fill in an easy online form or speak to a member of the team on the phone 
any time, day, or night. 

If you require a member of the Merrill Academy Safeguarding Team to contact you during the Christmas 
holidays please email safeguarding@merrillacademy.derby.sch.uk with your name, contact details and 
any concerns. A member of the team will get back to you within 24 hours. 

 

COVID19 - The school office will be closed over 
the Christmas holidays. 
 
For reporting COVID19 confirmed student cases 
up to and including *December 23rd, please 
email the details to:  
schoolclosure@merrillacademy.derby.sch.uk 
Parent and carers are required to contact their 
child’s social and family contacts. 
 
Please include 
Child name: 
Tutor/Year group: 
Date symptoms started: 
Date of test: 
Date of positive result: 
 
*After this date NHS Track and Trace will follow up 
positive cases until the school reopens on 5th January 
2021. Please also email the academy with the details for 
our records. 
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Music update: 

Our students are making fantastic progress in their instrument lessons for piano, 
singing and drums. We are still waiting to see if our guitar teacher will return in the 
current climate, this will potentially be February 2021.   

We have over 80 students currently receiving tuition in KS3 and a number of 
students on the waiting list. 

To those that have had instruments put on their Christmas wish list, I have seen many starter instruments being 
sold at Morrisons, B & M, the middle of LIDL and no doubt many other retailers will be selling instruments, there 
are also some good deals online.  If you are thinking of buying a keyboard, get at least 54 keys as a good starter 
instrument.  

Unfortunately, we have had no concert this year, but we are looking into ways 
around this remotely or sharing talent online, fingers crossed for the Summer 
concert! 

I will be releasing a Music competition shortly after the Christmas break.  GCSE 
Music will be an option to year 9's for the first time this year - I will look forward 
to having conversations with students and parents who are interested.  

Thanks for supporting our students to become wonderful, talented musicians.  

Mrs Emma Bradbury 
Teacher of Music 
Merrill Academy 
 
Christmas cracker jokes  

How does Darth Vader enjoy his Christmas Turkey? 
On the dark side!  

What is the Grinch's least favourite band? The Who!  

How is Drake like an elf? He spends all his time 
wrapping  

Who’s Rudolph’s favourite pop star? Beyon-sleigh! 

Why is it getting harder to buy Advent calendars? 
Because their days are numbered!  

What’s a dog’s favourite carol? Bark, the herald 
angels sing  

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? A 
Christmas Quacker!   

Where does Santa go when he’s sick? To the elf 
centre! 

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a 
chimney? Claustrophobia! 
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Students in the Hive have been producing some excellent art work, 
they have produced some mono prints of fish in black and red and 
some oil pastel portraits and parrots. The students mounted their 

work and created their own 
display. Mrs Wilkins  

 

 

 


